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Sporting events this week, June 9-15

Sunday, June 9

Ome for the road

Salt Lake Bees vs. Sugar Land Space Cowboys

105 pm. at Smith's Ballpark
Natch. KMYU

x straight days,

Thursday, June 13

s close out a homestand before heading to Las Vegas for

Former Coungar in the field

Watch.

For

Friday, June 14-Saturday, June 15

Ramping it up

Tony Hawk Vert Alert

he two-day s

Saturday, June 15

Huntsman Center
eboarding competition is free to attend.

Soccer without borders

Real Salt Lake at Montreal

best tear
 trip to Canada
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Champions

returns from the international break with

Jome 2

Cup final

food poisoning leaves
Crew with questions

By PABLO MAURER

Days after his team |
the CONCACAF Champions
Cup final to Pachuca in Mex-
0, Columbus Crew SC pres.
ident and general man
Tim Bezbatchenko suggest

ed the Crew’s performance
could've in part bes .
sult of “subte

In the he
Crew's 3-0 Joss kend

Columbus head coach Wil
fried Nancy told reporters

ny of his players had
spent the two days leading up
to the final suffering from an

illness. The Crew's tear
determined that food
sd been the like

s gave evervthing
 that they were sick
said Nancy. "All the team had
diarrhea since yesterday, the
staff also.
Asked whether he counld
ule out the possibility that
the team’s food had been in
tentionally contami
Bezbatchenko tc

lumbus Dispatch’s Michael
Arace that he

uldn't “rule

To the best of
Bezbatchenko
went on to s. hody clse at

the hotel fell ill. Only those as
sociated with the Crew

When reached for com

ment on Wednesday, a Crew
spokesperson said the Club
has no clear indication of mis-
conduct and that the timing of

the occurrence was unfortu-
nate. A representative for Pa-
chuca did not respond to mul-
tiple requests for comment. A
representative at the hotel the
club used did not respond to
messages seeking comment.

A source within the Crew
locker room who was not au
thorized to speak publicly on
the matter said on Thursday
morning that there was some
suspicion that the club's food
was tainted but that “none
us have given it too much
thought.” That source de-
scribed the illness as hav.
ing been “brutal” and agreed

> assessment given by

rs and coaches that
1 affected the
s performance on June 1.
he crew arrived in Pachu-
*a on May 30 and ate at their
m hotel that evening.
eral players fell ill that same
evening, according to the Dis-
patch. and on Friday the out-
break became widespread,
with the number of affected
“in the teens.” according to
Bezbatchenko, who the Crew
announced that Bezbatchen
ko is leaving the club for a po
sition with Elack Knight Foot

all

MLS teams generally have
team meals mapped out thor-
oughly on road trips, particu

Crew play
the outbreak h
Cre

larly ones that involve inter-
atiol wvel. The team's
front office works with hotels

and restaur

s to accommo
ds, often provid
rquests in terms
nd prepara
rew’s trip to Pa
o different, said
ko. “Getting food
right shouldn't be that hard,”
he told the Dispatch.
Beyond the scoreline,
“mining data from the Cham.

tion. The (
chuca was r
Bezhatcher

members of the
n were off their game in
some ways. Crew midfield
er Aidan Morris, among the
lub’s most reliable players,
was not at his
Over the course

he committed five, potential-
Iy an indicator of fatigue and

0 83%

The Crew may have also
been hampered by altitude.
with the game being played at
some 8,000 feet over sea lev-
el. Columbus did extensive al-
titude training in the weeks
leading up to the match and
the Crew’s physician, Bez-
batchenko said, determined
that the widespread illness
that affected the club's play-
ers and coaches was unrelat-
edto altitude sickness.
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Strength in numbers

No WR1, no problem for Jordan Love and Packers’ promising offense.

By MATT SCHNEIDMAN

Green Bay » The Packers don't
have a No. 1 wide receiver

3 may seem like
nse with Super
aspirations. The two guys call.
ing the shots disagree

1 personally don't think it mat
ters,” head coach Matt LaFleur said

I think you don't have to have a
No.1 receiver,” quarterback Jordan
Love added.

In 2019, Davante Adams played only
12 games and still had 48 more catch
ards and two
more touchdown catches than any oth
er wideout on the team. In 2020, Ad
2 as named a first-team All-Pro
hes, 1,374 receiving vards
and 18 touchdowns. The next-highest
totals at receiverin those categories on
the team were 33 catches, 690 receiv
ing yards and six touchdown catches,
In 2021, his second consecutive first-
team All-Pro season, Adams led Pack:
ers wide receivers in catches by 83, in
receiving vards by 1,040 and in touch-
down catches by three.

Let’s make one thing clear. No-
body is saying they don't want Ad-
ams or a receiver like him, a bona-
fide No. 1. That's a good thing. But
the Packers see value in having five
No. ach of whom can play
0. 1 on any given day.
son alone vden Reed
am with only 64 catches as
arookie and Romeo Doubs had just
five fewer. Reed led the team with
only 7¢ g
was second with 6’ the for-
mer Utih State standout. ranked sev
enth in the NFL with 4.159 passing
yards, so it’s not like those receiv
ing yards were due to a quarterback
who didn*t sling it. Reed and Doubs
each caught a team-high eight touch
downs.

Then there's Christian Watson,
perhaps the closest thing to a true
y. who missed
eight games and still flashed No.
1 potential against the Chiefs
and Lions during the Packers’ re-
surgent second half, Dontayvion
Wicks showed thut potential less
50 as a rookie fifth-round pick
but he'll still be an integral piece
of Green Bay's offense capable of

get
the

videout who au

thored the team's first 100. yard re
ceiving game last season in Week

R
caught a touchdown in the Divi-
sional Round against the 49ers.

“1 think if you just look at through-
out the crurse of son ago — and
every season's going to be a little bit
different — but all those guys had
their moments where they were the
leading receiver in a game,” LaFleur
said. “1 feel really good about the col-
lective unit. The hardest part is we
feel 5o good about them, it’s hard to
get everybody the amount of touch
es that you'd like to get, but that's a
g00d problem to have.”

Tuesday’s practice served as a
microcosm for the Packers’ receiv
ing depth since it was the speedster
Melton hauling in a 75-vard touch-
down pass from Love during 11-on-
11 work on a perfectly thrown bomb
down the middle while Melton ran

ERIN HOOLEY

Green Bay Packers quarterback Jordan Love passes during the first half of a
mwm&whnm&mw}m,h%.

apost route past the entire defense

It's a lot of guys making plays,”
Melton said of Green Ba
ceiver group. “We have a great staff
who can draw the best plays up
When you h: ot of guys who do
different things — speed, route-run
ners, physical guys — it could be dan
gerous for sure.

“We've got so many guys in our
T0om, man, you never know what
could happen,” Reed added. “Some-
body could go for a hundred every
week, in my opinion.”

Only three ms last scason
leading receiver with fewe
ing yards than Reed’s team
high 793: the Broncos, ots and
who ranked 24th, 28th and
ds per game, re
ly. The Packers, conv

pass

other three teams, but
tament to their depth at the position
and not having a guy like Adams
whom you should probably throw
it to whenever you can

use Aaron Rod-
n on Adams too
he aired it out to
vered Adams (and in-
€) on fourth down late in

a tightly ¢
compl

the fourth quarter of a 2021 Dj
visional Round loss to the 49ers
when Allen 1
open unde

d appeared wide
h for a first down
ot abad thing to have a
ver like that, one that your nata-
ral instincts take you 1o more often
than not, but there might be some-
thing to be said for simply running
the play that's called and being able
to equally trust whoever's on the
other end

“I think that's one thing that I've
always tried to do is just play the
play.” Love suid. “Play the play, go
through my ds and find who's
open. Don’t try and fc
cause [ feel like once you t
lock in on and force
great things happe
might miss somebox

be open on the play play depen-
dent, if there's a certain guy 1 might
want to look at matchup-wise and
things like that, I'll go to him, but
I just like to play it out.”

At times, three defenders would
ated to Adams on a giv-
He once counted them
out with finger points after a pl
against the Bears. There's nothing
to that extent facing this Packers
offense, though passing game co-
ordinator Jason Vrable said teams
doubled Doubs in the red zone ear-
ly last season because of how many
touchdowns he caught and doubled
Watson in 2022 after his consecu-
tive multiple-touchdown games. It's
@ win-win for the Packers because
if teams single up every guy, there
are five receivers capable of taking
over. If defenses double someone,
the Packers can throw it to others
who can look like 0.1 for a game
or run the ball into a light box with
+ guy in Josh Jacobs who would wel-
"ome that
The receiving corps is crazy, man,”
obs said. “I'm so excited just
ng them. Any one of them can
Iy moment.”

Will someone emerge as a true
No. ide receiver this season? It's
ce possible. Watson might if
he stays healthy and Reed could if
his rookie season was any indica-
tion of the boom to come in Year
2. The Packers would welcome
that, too, but they're just fine with
their receiving corps operating in
relative anonymity while keeping
opposing defenses guessing who
theyll need to worry about most
in any given week
think it works out well when you
can spread the ball out and you got
different guys making different Ty
and you can put ‘em in different ar-

as” Love said. “I think it puts a lot
more stress on the defense and the
calls that they can get in, so 1 think
in the long run it helps us not hav-
ing a No. 1 guy, a true No, 1guy, but I
think all those guys can step up and
be the one any given day”
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